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PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Organization and Services 


C. G. JORDAN, Secretary of Agriculture R. G. BRESSLER, Deputy Secretary 


This Department is essentially a service agency created by legislative enactment to deal with administrative, 
regulatory, investigational, and educational problems which can best be solved through public rather than 
individual action. The organization provides for coordination and cooperation with the Pennsylvania State 
College and the U. S. Department of Agriculture. The Department operates through the following bureaus: 


ANIMAL INDUSTRY: T. E. MUNCH, Director and State Veterinarian 


Prevents and eradicates transmissible diseases of animals and poultry, including tuberculosis of animals, 
in cooperation with Federal Government; 

Demonstrates to veterinarians control methods for transmissible animal diseases; 

Supervises vaccination for and the prevention of hog cholera, anthrax, black leg and hemorrhagic septicemia; 

Protects publie from unwholesome meats through ante and post mortem examinations of animals at slaugh- 
tering establishments; 

Inspects, licenses and furnishes information as to breeding, soundness and conformation of stallions and 
jacks standing for public service; 

Enforces law requiring licensing of dogs and providing for protection of livestock and people from attacks 
of uncontrolled dogs; 

Maintains laboratory for diagnostic research and experimental projects. 


PLANT INDUSTRY: R. H. BELL, Director 


Tests agricultural seeds for purity and germination, and enforces State Seed Law; 

Inspects orchards, parks, farms, and plant imports for injurious insects and plant diseases; 

Inspects and licenses Pennsylvania nurseries, and licenses all dealers in nursery stock; 

Enforces laws governing apicultural practices, disease control and housing; 

Places and enforces quarantines and carries on eradication campaigns against insect pests and plant diseases; 

Inspects and certifies potatoes for seed purposes; 

Makes investigations for the control of injurious insects and plant diseases including field tests of insecti- 
cides, fungicides and weed killers; 

Maintains collections of insects, plant diseases, plants, and seeds, and identifles specimens. 


FOODS AND CHEMISTRY : J. W. KELLOGG, Director—Chief Chemist 


Accomplishes {ts purpose of protecting Pennsylvania homes against harmful foodstuffs by sampling, 
analyzing, and bringing prosecution under the laws relating to foods and non-alcoholie drinks, including 
milk, cream, butter, ice-cream, eggs, sausage, fresh meats, soft drinks, fruit syrups, vinegar and kindred food 
products; 

Regulates and issues licenses for the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine; 

Licenses and regulates egg-opening plants and cold storage warehouses, maintaining regular inspection 
and enforcing twelve-month storage limit; 

Inspects milk plants and creameries and regulates weighing, testing, buying and selling of milk and 
cream on a butterfat basis; 

Protects honest manufacturers, importers, selling agents and ultimate users of feeding stuffs, ferti- 
lizers, lime products, linseed oil, paint, putty, turpentine, insecticides and fungicides, by means of annual 
registrations followed by inspections, analyses, prosecutions and the publication of the analyses of these 
products; 

Analyzes special samples for residents of the State at the rate of $1.00 a sample for feeding stuffs, lime 


products and linseed oils. 


MARKETS: GEO. A. STUART, Director 


Investigates and assists in the marketing of farm products; at present chiefly grain and hay, fruits and 
vegetables, poultry and eggs, and tobacco; 

Compiles and distributes daily market information as to supplies, shipments and prices; 

Advises growers on transportation of agricultural products; 

Assists cooperative associations and public markets; 

Establishes standard grades of farm products and maintains inspection. 


STATISTICS: L. H. WIBLE, Director 


Assembles and disseminates essential statistics and facts pertaining to the agriculture of the State, 
from monthly reports rendered by hundreds of volunteer crop correspondents, information which assists 
the producer in his sales and interests all industries which deal with agricultural products; 

Cooperates with U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics in joint crop and livestock reporting and pub- 
lishes annual and monthly summaries of the data; 

Compiles dates of county and local fairs and assembles data pertaining to their success and results 


during each year, 


PENNSYLVANIA 


CROP AND LIVESTOCK REPORT - 1929 


Collected and compiled by the 
PENNSYLVANIA FEDERAL-STATE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 
and issued as the joint report of the 


United States Pennsylvania 


Department of Agriculture and the Department of Agriculture 


CROP AND LIVESTOCK REVIEW 


Fifty thousand fewer acres harvested this year, lower yields and production, 
except for the winter grains, but higher prices for both field and fruit crops, 
except wheat and rye, resulting in a total estimated value of $244,000,000 this 
year compared with $220,000,000 last year, summarizes the 1929 crop 
situation in Pennsylvania—a very creditable showing considering the ex- 
tremely adverse weather conditions. 


Effects of Adverse Weather 


Drowned out in April and May, burned out in July and August, and frozen 
out-in September, was the unfortunate lot of many a farmer, 


Much oats headed low and was exceedingly disappointing. Hay yield was 
lighter than last year but slightly above average and the crop was put away 
in excellent condition. Pasturage was very short. Dry weather reduced the 
buckwheat plantings and so injured the growing crop that many fields were 
never harvested. This was also true of potatoes, but yields of these two crops, 
together with corn, turned out better at harvest time than was expected in the 
early fall. The tobacco yield was not up to that of 1928, but the crop is @& 
pected to grade high and the growers anticipate a prosperous year. 


Rank in Value and Production 


In 1929, Pennsylvania ranked seventeenth among the states in farm value of 
67 crops. Only one state produced a more valuable potato crop and only three 
states produced more valuable apple crops. The potato crop, valued at 
$41,184,000 is, with one exception, the most valuable crop of tubers ever pro- 
duced in the Commonwealth. The tobacco crop promises to be the most valu- 
able since 1923. The apple production, however, is with four exceptions, the 
least valuable since annual estimates were begun in 1911. The oats crop is 
the lowest in value since 1921 and hay, the lowest since 1909. 


Estimates on the production of the principal crops for 1929 show that Penn- 
sylvania is still the leading producer of buckwheat and cigar-leaf tobacco. 
The rank of Pennsylvania among all the states in 1929 production of various 
crops is as follows: first in buckwheat, first in cigar-leaf tobacco, third in 
potatoes (second in value), fifth in grapes, sixth in total apple crop (fourth in 
value), seventh in rye, seventh in all tobacco, ninth in winter wheat, tenth in 
tame hay, tenth in commercial apples, twelfth in pears, twelfth in peaches, 
fourteenth in oats and seventeenth in corn. 
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Advance in Livestock Standing 


Pennsylvania has moved from thirteenth to eleventh place among the states 
in total value of livestock, stepping ahead of both California and Indiana dur- 
ing the past year. It is now one of the five greatest livestock states east of 
the Mississippi River, being surpassed only by IHinois, Ohio, New York and 
Wisconsin. The aggregate value of horses, mules, cattle, swine and sheep in 
the State on January 1, represents approximately one-third of the total value 
of livestock on farms in all the North Atlantic States. In total value of 
dairy cows, Pennsylvania stands fifth being outranked only by Iowa, Minne- 
sota, New York and Wisconsin, and in average value per head exceeds all 
these states excepting New York. The average value per head of milk cows in 
the State is now the highest on record. Livestock on Pennsylvania farms was 
valued higher on January 1, this year than at any other time since 1921, 
the total now being over 55 million dollars more than that of 1925, when the 
lowest point since the World War was reached. 


Poultry flocks and hatcheries under State supervision have increased in 
number. Prices received for poultry products were higher this year than last, 
and hatcherymen are making plans to increase their capacity for the 1930 
season. During the year 1,000 additional herds of cattle have been placed 
under supervision for the eradication of bovine infectious abortion, and the 
number of cattle in the State tested for tuberculosis is approaching the 
million mark. 


Production and Value of Crops 
and Other Products of Pennsylvania Farms 
for the Year 1929 


CEREALS 


The following report is compiled from the returns received from the official 
correspondents of the Departments; the estimates of prices received by pro- 
ducers are as reported December 1, 1929, except where otherwise noted: 


CORN— 
Estimated area harvested ......ccceccescvcscccce 1,809,000 acres 
AVETALE VICTA MET ACLES: Gos dace sera due ajetinjereconsteca esenoyh lore 35.5 bushels 
Total estimated PTOAUCTION: 6 ok.c0 cise sarees wislatacne 46,470,000 bushels 
Average price per bushel ...........-eeeeeeeeecs ; $1.00 
Total estimated value of Crop ........ee cece ee nees $46,470,000 


WINTER WHEAT— 


Estimated area harvested, 1929 ........... ce eee 1,112,000 acres 
IAVETASSs VICIG POM ACNE aie wisi ister, ois Wiaio: x Guacdie tareusecehens 18.0 bushels 
Total estimated ‘ProG@uction: hisses dies ceive eres earners 20,016,000 bushels 
Average. price per bushel .....ccccececceesccacwe's $1.21 

Total estimated value Of CROP « scaicsevawicee 0 000 dere $24,219,000 


SPRING WHEAT— 


Hstimated area harvested ........ccececcecccveee 7,000 acres 
Average yield. per -ACTC: siecdacin aeons od nade enna 17.5 bushels 
Total estimated, PrOdUCtlON, o6.é sissies eae soewsos ere 122,000 bushels 
Average price per DUSHE] ........cccccscscccccoecs $1.25 


Total estimated value Of CTOP .....cceecceececcece $152,000 


OATS— 


Estimated area harvested ..... 0... cee eee eee 
Average yield per ACrE .. 0... cece eect eee e ee eeee 
Total estimated production ...........0 ee eee ee eee 
Average price per bushel .........-e-e eee ee eens 
Total estimated value of Crop ....... 5c ee eee ee eee 


BARLEY— 


Estimated area harvested 0.0.6... eee eee ee eee eens 
Average vield per ACTE «0... cece ee ee ee ee ee eens 
Total estimated production ............ee ee ee eee 
Average price per bushel .......+-..+ +20 eee eee 
Total estimated value of Crop .....- seer ee eee eens 


RYE— 


Estimated area harvested 2.0.6.6... eee eee eee eee 
Average yield per ACTE 2. - ee eee eee eee eee eee 
Total estimated production ..........0 eee ee eee 
Average price per bushel .......-- 05sec eee eee 
Total estimated value of crop ........ eee eee eee 


BUCK WHEAT— 


Estimated area harvested ......... cece eee eens 
Average yield per aACT@ 2.6... eee eee eee eee eee 
Total estimated production ......-...0.e eee eee eee 
Average price per bushel .............eeeeeeees 
Total estimated value of Crop ..... 0.6 eee eee ee eee 


WHITE POTATOES— 


Estimated area harvested ........ cece eee eee eee 
Average vield per ACG 2... cece ee eee ee ee eee eee 
Total estimated production ..........0+ eee eee 
Average price per bushel ........+-..020e5 Paes 
Total estimated value of crop ...-.. eee eee eee eee 


TOBACCO— 


Estimated area harvested ........... cece cece enees 
Average -vield per ACT@ 60.6. e ene cae ceca ween 
Total estimated production .......... 0.0. e eee eee 
Average price per pound ............ cece eee eens 
Total estimated value of CTOpP ..... 0... e ee eee eee ee 


TAME HAY— 


Estimated area harvested ............. eee e ee eee 
AVOVALE: VICIG PET ACLO sn dee ce ca oe ea ee 
Total estimated production ............0.2e eee eee 
AVeTAGe Price Per TOM: ..c.00 rr esn ers c nw eset ewes 
Total estimated value of crop 


WILD HAY— 


Estimated area harvested ..............c eee eee eee 
Average yield Per ACLE: cocci ec ae ee es eee 
Total estimated production ........ 0... c ee eee eee 
FAVELA SeopliCe. POL CON! onc aried ce sles ete owen ee aise 
Total estimated value of Crop ....... eee eee eee 


1,014,000 
29.5 

29 913,000 
$0.57 
$17,050,000 


36,000 
24.5 
882,000 
$0.90 
$794,000 


124,000 
16.0 
1,984,000 
$1.06 
$2,103,000 


199,000 
17.0 
3,383,000 
$1.00 
$3,888,000 


234,000 

110 
25,740,000 
$1.60 
$41,184,000 


38,700 
1.230 
47,601,000 
$.179 
$8,521,000 


2,872,000 
1.49 
4,280,000 
$13.10 
$56,068,000 


14,000 
1.30 
18,000 
$10.00 
$180,000 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


acres 
pounds 
pounds 


acres 
tons 
tons 


acres 
tons 
tons 


CLOVER SEED— 


Estimated area harvested 
Average yield per acre 
Total estimated production 
Average price per bushel 
Total estimated value of crop 


ee ee ee ee ee eee 


APPLES (Total)— 


Estimated total crop produced 
Average price per bushel 
Total estimated value of crop 


COMMERCIAL APPLES— 


Estimated total crop produced 
Average price per barrel ........ ee eres eer eee tees 
Total estimated value of crop 


PEACHES— 
Estimated total crop produced 


Average price per bushel 
Total estimated value of crop 


PHARS— 


Sstimated total crop produced 
Average price per bushel 
Total estimated value of crop 


GRAPES— 


Estimated total crop produced 
Average price per ton 
Total estimated value of crop 


OTHER FARM PRODUCTS 


MILK— 
Milk produced on the farms of Pennsylvania ...... 
Total estimated Value 2... cece eee eee eee eee eee 
BUTTER— 
Amount of butter made on the farms ......---+..-. 
Average price per pound for the year ..........ee6- 
Total estimated Value ....c ccc ceescananceecetnne 
EGGS— 
Pegs produced on the farms ......... 0c eee ee eee eee 
Average price per dozen for the year .......++. sees 
Total estimated value ........ ccc cece cece cere eee 
WOOL— 
Number of fleeces clipped ....... 2. eee ee ee eee ee 
Average weight per fleece 2.0... . 6c cee eee eee eee 
Total estimated weight of Clip ........... eee eeeeee 
Average price per pound for the year ...........6-. 
Total estimated value ........ ccc cece nw cer cree nnae 
HONEY— 
Honey Produced 20... ee ee eee e cece ee ee ee eee e eens 
Average price per pound for the year ..........-. 


alee oe 6 6 een oe 8 net 016 0 6 0 0 086, 0 8 


Total estimated value 


14,000 
2.0 
28,000 
$15.25 
$427,000 


5,973,000 
$1.55 
$9,258,000 


762,000 
$4.40 
$3,853,000 


1,157,000 
$1.75 
$2,025,000 


272,000 
$1.55 
$422,000 


16,200 
$47.00 
$761,000 


453,601,800 
$113,099,220 


21,371,000 
$0.45 
$9,645,950 


118,429,000 
$.36 
$48,081,420 


397,000 
76 
3,017,000 
$0.36 
$1,086,120 


1,926,900 


acres 
bushels 
bushels 


bushels 


barrels 


bushels 


bushels 


tons 


gallons 


pounds 


dozens 


pounds 
pounds 


pounds 


MAPLE PRODUCTS— 


ERP ECS LADD CO iiaa'e gaicanesisit Gaghecspars sree tiene os siusioes a4 


565,000 
SU ATMA G2 Ma noes creel. ee aistane: ae we ees owas Ore wei 438,000 
Average price per pound ...... eee cece eee eee eee $0.28 
MoOtal EStiMaAted VAIMES 22. .cc acca c ees ence eenees $12,040.00 
SEU MAO ae Sale cic eoiers ein ds ccctesi ations Rea sees ae ous 85,000 
Average price per gallon ......... cece ee eee rene eens $2.14 
MOtAl EStIMATEH VALU ..c.c0 2 teria ce seam e nbc eee cee $181,900.00 
Total production in terms of Sugar .......-..e0-6- 723,200 
Average production per tree «11... ee eee eee ee eee 1.28 


pounds 


gallons 


pounds 
pounds 


ESTIMATED VALUE OF FARM LANDS IN PENNSYLVANIA 


PLOWLANDS—per acre 2... cece eee e cece eee ees 
FARM LANDS—with improvements, per acre 


FARM LANDS—without improvements, per acre .... 


WINTER GRAINS FOR 1929 HARVEST 


WHEAT— 
Estimated area sown, fall of 1928 ............... 1 
Estimated area harvested, 1929 .......... 0c eee eee 1; 
Seeding, fall of 1928 compared with fall of 1927 .... 
Estimated area sown, fall of 1927 ...........-006- af 
Average abandonment, years 1920 to 1929 ........ 
Condition, December 1, 1928, compared with normal 
Average condition, December 1, 1918 to 1927 ...... 

RYE— 
Estimated harvested area, 1929 .........eeeeeeeee 
Seeding, fall of 1928, compared with 1928 harvest 
Estimated harvested area, 1928 .......-..2e ee eee 
Condition, Decemher 1, 1928, compared with normal 
Average condition, December 1, 1918 to 1927 ...... 


$59.00 
$76.00 
$42.00 


124,000 
121 
103,000 
91 

90.8 


acres 
acres 
per cent 
acres 
per cent 
per cent 
per cent 


acres 
per cent 
acres 
per cent 
per cent 
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TABLE 14—Percentage of Farms Reporting Certain Crops, Pennsylvania, 1924° 


[U. S. Census of Agriculture] 
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TABLE 27—Percentage of Farms Reporting Certain Classes of Livestock, Pennsylvania, 1924 


[U. S. Census of Agriculture] 
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